
NATIONAL INTKijLUJKNOKK.

RADICALISM EXKMPLIKIKD.

Ia aider tu afford our retdeis an illuat/ation ot

the strange political morality, or, we should rather

nay, immorality, which ia oountenanocd by " radi¬

calism," wc cite from the last number of the Bos¬

ton Commonwealth the following observations in

defence of what it calls the extraordinary means

taken to procure the control of the House of lle-

prcst ntatives in the Congress which is to meet on

MoPilay next:
" The Thirty eighth Congress in about to assemble. Tbe

Sen-ite will have a large Administration majority, and the
one sufficiently l»rn« to elect the cauru* noinina-

ti n, lor speaker, clerk, and other offices We say this
willittu' having carefully examined the tables, for we a*-

mni)<- that the Admiu «tiatiou would not have resorted to

it* rouiewl at extraordinary moai.s of carrying election*iu
the Holder states, uuless it had been sure that tbt-se uteans,
hi ccessfully used, would give it a woikiug majority. We
d<> i.ot find fault wtlh the uiacbi ery used to carry Mary¬
land and Delaware, Having nearly lost tl.e control of the
House l>) its blunder* in the conduct of the war 1 r< in

March, lstil, to the tall of lMti'2, the Administration owed
it to the country to recover that control somehow- Ik
recover it regularly was impossible; so irregularity had to
be lesortrd lo. Popular institutions will uot »uffer, for the
co|i|>. rhead element will' have a much larger number of
uieinl er* in both brai.cbe* than it i« entitled to by its popu¬
lar vote. Ohio, w ith it* ninety thousand Republican ma-

jori y, will be represented by live Kepublieniis andadogen
or more copperheads It i« fitting that lb * mi*repre*eii-
tat ion of popular sentiment in the great Wtateof t he West
shoul'i be offset, if necessary, by a loyal delegation Irem
Mar) land and Delaware, won even at the expense of mili¬
tary interierence il liw* hiv silent amidst the clank ul

arms, we must lake care that the aggregate public opinion
ol ti e count;y obtains recognition, somehow or other."

in giving this specimen of political effrontery
wc would not have our readers suppose that we

impute to the Administration as a crime the charge
of which this Boston sheet makes itself the supple
apologist, on the assumption that the crime had
becu actua.ly committed. Whatever may have
been the motives of Gen. Schenck in taking mili¬

tary surveillance of the elections in Maryland and

Delaware, (respecting which we have nothing more

to say than we have already said,) we foci bound
in candor to acquit the Administration of any com¬

plicity in the meditated purposes which are deemed

by the Commonwealth to afford the only sufficient

explanation of the anomalous proceedings it justi-
fi s. We know that Gin. Schenck took his initia¬
tive in this matter without instructions from the

President, who interferei^in the premises only for
the purpose of countermauding that portion of the
orders which, whether so designed or not, would
most obviously lend itatlf to a v.iolent interference
with the right of suffrage. If the President had
meditated that rape of the elective franchise which
the Bosron paper ascribes to the Administration,
he wuu'd not have modified the orders as originally
promulgated, for their greatest efficiency as a dis¬

turbing element resided in that clause which the
President annulled the instant it was brought to

his attention.
Nor, if the President had been an accessory be¬

fore the fact to this outrage on the laws of a loyal
Stat"-, would he have been so prompt to pledge his
word to call to account all officers who might be

proved to l.avc committed the excesses charged
against them. And it is within our knowledge
that-charges of the gravest character, supported by
affidavits, have been lodged with the President
acaiust certain of the agents distributed throughout
Maryland for the purpose of carrying Genera]
Schenek's orders into effect. In the preoccupa
tion.n incident to the impending opening of Con¬

gress wc presume the iVv-iuent has not found
time to give these papers n proper examination,
hut wl f-n he d<»o« so, we have the abiding conviction
that he wili do his duty in ihc premises, as far as

he can repair what, in most of its aspect*, is un¬

fortunately irreparable.
But what >hall be said of the political reckless¬

ness wlueh does not scruple first to impute crime
to the Administration and then to apologize for it ?
Assuming that it was " the Administration" which
re»orted to " the somewhat extraordinary means of

«arr)ing the elections in the Border States," this

Worthy expotent of " radicalism" docs not hesitate
to say that it 14 finds no fault with the machinery
used" to fecure an Administration majority in the
House of Representatives " large enough to elect
the caucus nominee for Speaker, Clerk, and other
officers." The Administration, it says, having,
by its own blunders in the conduct of the war from
March, 1801, to the fall of 1H62, nearly lost the
control of the House, '. owed it to the country to
recover that cmtrol *nm<hov\" And, as laws arc

silent amid the clank of arms, it was most con¬

venient to restore the political balance by
throwing the sword into the scale that was in
danger of kicking the beam It was fitting that
the lo»s of political power last autumn in the West
stlould he redressed, "if necessary," by a loyal
delegation from Maryland and Delaware, won this

year, "even at the expense of military interfer¬
ence." " We must take carc that the aggregate
public opinion of the country finds recognition
homchow or other."
Wc do not quote these avowals for the purpose

of controvcrtiug them. We spare ourselves this
humiliation, and our readers the insult to their in¬
telligence which would be implied by suppling
there could be any necessity to aryun against
such monstrous assault* on public and political
morality We set them before our readers as a

simple illustration of mdiralium, in its natural
efflorescence and fruits.

KKCRUITB FOR THK REGULAR ARMY.
The time for enliftting reeruiU in the regular army,

under Oiirrsl Order* No. 190, June V.r>, 1 and No.
33^ of October lit, 1863, ha* been extended to Jufte 5f.r»,
K,4, by the War Department, during which time the
trlta bounty of three hundred dollar* will be pnid. \t*
cruita hereafter obtained for the regular army are to be
credited to the district in which they are enli-ted The
oil .vhi'K in the order on tbia *ubject:

Adiutamt General'* Officic,
Unshim Ion, Aortmktr V7, 1 Kill.

Hi It: All men who, in future, »*nliet into the r«-Knl»r
army, Under the lad call of the President for troop*, will
b»* crrdited upon tb»- quota of'the diatiict in which they
eiih*t No'ice of each enlistment muat be sent to the
Superintendent of Volunteer Recruiting Henyce for the
Htate, and to the Protoat Marshal of the Dintnct in which
the en'iatment 1* made
You will immediately notify each recruiting officer

under your command of the above, and instruct them to
forward to you, wth the tri monthly report*, a separate
report (a* p»*r form on page three of tbia aheet) of the
rerinit* thui- enli«ted

Y.111 wrfl forward a consolidated report in thnt form to
thi« office, w tb y- ur In-monthly report: vmi will in voiir
tri u onihly rey..rt, give the name* of all ofltortta under
your command at th<- depot, a* well an those who are at
station. I am, air, very re*pecfully your obedient cervant,

E. D. ToWPSKHD, A«- t. Adjt Gen.
CM- 0 Loornia, IT. 8 A 8upt. Utn. Recruiting .Service,

Jt'vri Cvlwubiw, N. Y. U.

THE CONSERVATIVE HATFOKM.

It in kuuvvu tu our readers that duiing the ften-

wiouB of the last Congress, its members, represent¬
ing different political views wiih regard to the

spirit and manner in which the pending war should
be prosecuted, were in the habit of meeting from
time to time for the purpose of taking counsel with
each other, and determining the line of conduct

they should pursue. 'J hese meetings were held
alike by the " Republicans'' and by the " Demo¬
cratic" and " Union" members of the House of

Representatives.the results of their deliberations
being severally announoed at the time in a series
of resolutions which were published in our columns.
A friend who, as a member of the last Congress,

actively partJcipated in the deliberations held by
the " Conservative" members of that body on the
28th of last .June, has requested us to reproduce
for the information of our readers the resolutions

adopted ou that occasion. We accordingly reprint
to-day the entire series. It is known that the late
Mr. Crittenden was the chairman of that meeting,
and wc may add that theie resolutions were from
the pen of that eminent statesman, who, as the
author of the well known resolution, adopted wi'h
suoh unanimity by both Houses, defining the ob¬
ject of the war, was properly seleoted to indite the
declarations which purport to have been conc-iivcd
and adopted in explanation and reaffirmation of
that resolution.

In republishing these resolutions it can hardly
be necessary for us to inform our readers that we

concurred in their general purport at the time

they were first promulgated, and, greatly as we re¬

gret that the mutations of public opinion and the
drift of events have combined to divide the loyal
sentiment of the country which was once unit'd
in its adhesion to the " Crittenden Resolution,"
we can only repeat, in retrospect of the past and
in prospect of the future, that, according to our

impressions, all the real or seeming departures from
the spirit and letter of that resolution have re¬

sulted in damage to the national cause. We know
there are others, for whose intelligence and candor
we have the highest respeot, who do not concur

with us in this view, and as we ask for our own

opinions the toleration due to the sincerity with
which they arc held, so we cheerfully concede to

all that liberty which independent and homst
thought may rightfully claim when txercised upon
topics that forbid indifference by their tremendous
issues, and which perhaps exclude t ie hope of

unanimity by the difficulty and complexity of the
subjects involved in tbis great discussion. No man

held his opinions with more tenacity than the ven¬

erable statesman who was the author of these re?o

lutions, and yet none more constantly exemplified
in his words and conduct that conciliatory de¬
meanor which is at oncc the offspring of charity
and the bond of patriotism.

MILITARY CRITICISMS.

Wo find in a late number of the New York
Tribune an elaborate review of the military opera¬
tions which, in the Department of Tennessee, im¬

mediately preceded and attended the repulse of
the army of Gen. RoseTans in the battles of Chicka-
mauga.

This review, which is very minute and appa¬
rently authentic in its statement, has been evi¬
dently prepared by one having access to official
aonrc<* of information, and, as it is avowedly pub¬
lished in vindication of the removal of Gen. ltose-
crans from his command, it may be proper fur us

to reproduce* the salient points of the writer's

representations, becausc there arc those.our lead¬
ers know that we are notqf the number.who have

supposed themselves to find grounds of grave oom-

plaint against the Administration on account of its
decision in regard to that officer.

Availing ourselves partially of the condensation
of the reviewer's statements, as contained in the
same number of the paper which gives thorn cur¬

rency, we may say that it appears from their pur¬
port that fur military authorities in this city, after
having had th<ir patieoce severely tried Ly the
antecedent "delays" of Gen. IlosecraDs, assumed
the resp' nsibility of the issu? of the campaign up
to the time of the fall of Cbattanooira by ordering
Gen. Kosecrans peremptorily to cross the Tennes¬
see river.

It is also repr- sented that upon the evacuation of
Chattanooga by the enemy, Gen. Kosecrans, with¬
out satisfying himself thoroughly as to the real in¬
tents of his adversary, by rcconnoissances and
otherwise, proceeded to act on the assumption that
Rragg was in full retreat, and upon that theory
divided his command into three columns, and or¬

dered them to move over three separate routes,
twenty to thirty five miles apart from eaoh other,
for the purpose of intercepting the supposed flight
of the enemy. This mistaken pursuit took the
different parts of the army beyond supporting dis¬
tance of each other, over lines of march converg¬
ing upon the position asnuincd by Jlragg, so that
they were exposed to the danger of succcssivc at¬
tack and destruction by the whole r< bel foroe.
And it is added that this division of his forccs,
besides being in itself indefensible on military
principles, was also in open violation of specific in¬
structions from G ;n Hallcek in this city. And
when Gen. Kosecrans had discovered his mist ike
as to the movements of the enemy, and the neces¬

sity of rescuing his aimy from the peril of destruc¬
tion in detail, he made his dispositions so unskil¬
fully, it is charged, that the army was drawn into
ft general action while making ft movement by the
left flank.ft disadvantage which brought it to the
verge of defeat »t the very beginning of tho con¬

flict, and rendered it impossible for our troop* to
win the battle of the 19th of last September.the
first of the conflict* which resulted in the repulse
of Ohickamauga

Gen. Ko>ecrans is also severely censured by the
official reviewer for abandoning the field of battle
and retreating to Chattanooga while the sound of
battle clearly indicate d that Gen Thomas wa* still
.nuking a stubborn resistance to the enemy in his
front
The Tribune concludcs its nummary as follows :
" Thu« it aeema that, had Gen JtMeerafca carried out.

Gen Halleck * iuatrnct'nrtw, the loyal |would Imv.'
never had to iu<>urn over a diiMttr t llie Army of the
Cumberland We will not *»y thnt i battle wan avoidable;
but we hold 'hat it could have been fought cs our own
terra* a* to time and place instead of tho*e of the enemy,
and that in that contingency quite another remilt would
have followed.

" The reveraea on the ChirkamauKa, of niume, controlled
the recent »perationwof Gen Grant. The.e have been
ancceaaful; but it «h«>uld not be forgotten that with them
a double expenditure of life and limb ban Ween incurred,
and that the preparation* for the effort* to retrieve the
diacomfiture of Heptember ba« u*<d up the aeaaon for the
contemplated fall campaign into the interior of Georgia,
and render* neccaaary t!ie poatponemeat of further offen¬
sive BiuveineuU ta tbftt quarter until next spring."

VIRGINIA LEGISLATURE.

Ti*i Virginia (loyal) Legislature met ut Alexandria uii

Monday Ittat, iu tbe chambers of tbe City Councils.
The following members were present aud were duly

qualified by taking the oath of office, viz: F. W. Lemosey,
of Norfolk and Prineess Anue; Mr. Mercer, of Loudoun;
T. M. Brown, of Fairfax; Tboa. H. Kellum, of Acoouiac,
aud Mr. Whitebu rat, of Norfolk city. Mr. L. C. P. Cow-

per, appointed to fi II tbe vacincy occasioned by the resig
nation of Lieutenant Governor Polaey, alao appeared, aud

having been aworn into office, took the chair m presiding
officer in tbe body. Frederick A. Augustine, of Fairfax,
was chosen clerk; E E. Maaon, of Fairfax, sergeant at-

artuH, and Win. Hough, of Loudoun, doorkeeper. Aa iwm
at tbe organization waa completed an adjournment took
place till Tuesday.

In the House of Delegates there were present Reuben
Johnson, of Alexandria county ; James W. Brownley and
R. E. Nash, of tbe county of Norfolk and city of Ports¬
mouth ; Dr. J. J. Henshaw and J. M. Downey, of Lou-
douu county; John R. Birch, of Northampton county, and
Enoch Haielip, of Prince William county. A temporary
organization was effected by calling R. Johnson to tbe
chair aud appointing Oeorge Tucker clerk, after which an

adjournment took place to Tuesday, when the message of!
Gov. Pierpont was expected to be presented.
Many of tbe members elect were not in attendance.

They were expected to arrive on Tuesday.

NEW8 FROM LATE RICHMOND PAPERS

Gen. Lee, in a despatch dated at Orange Court-House
on the 2d instant, informs the Confederates authorities of
the retreat of Gen. Meade during the preceding night. He

says that pursuit was made ou the morning of the 2d
instant, but that the Federal army had recrosced the

Ripid Ann, and only a few prisoners were made.
Orange Court Houhe, December fi, 1883.

The enemy have recrossed the Rapid-Ann to Culpeper
by the fords as they came without a fight. One huudred
prisoners go to Richmoud to day. Nothing was left by the
enemy in his retreat. The whole army was on this side of
tbe river. Five huudred prisoners were captured during
this raid.

Ohange Coirt-IIouse, December 4, 1063.
Two hundred and fifty more prisoners were received

last uight, picked up by our cavalry in pursuit of the ene¬

my. They represent five corps of infantry aud three divi-
sions of cavalry Our scouts report that the enemy's in¬
fantry have fallen back to Fauquier, behind the Rappa¬
hannock, leaviug only their cavalry in Culpeper Tbey
burnt and destroyed eveiy thing in the country occupied
by them on this side of the rivor, reducing the inhabitants
to beggary.
A despatch from Jackson (Miss ) states that the Fede¬

ral cavalry crossed the Big Black river on the 3d instant,
in force, aud were ranging towards Canton.

I be Seuate of Georgia has postponed indefinitely, by a

large majority, the bill restricting the planting of cotton to
one acre lor each estate. The Legislature is to adjourn
on the 12lh instant.

<;KN. BRAGG RELIEVED fROM COMMAND.
A despatch from Dalton, dated the 2J instant, state*

that Gen Bragg had been relieved from bis command at
his own n quest. On the preceding uight he was sere¬

naded by the hand of the Fourth Florida brigade, aud be¬
ing called out, said that he accepted, with gratitude and
heartfelt thanks, the compliment tendered him. The as¬

sociation long existing between them, Ufe said, would cease

the next day. lie took a long and sad farewell of his
troops, with the assurance that the memory of association
with them would ever hold fresh iu bis mind. Generals
Bate, Breckinridge, and Hardee were also serenaded, and
made appropriate speeches. This news refutes tbe report
that Gen. Breckinridge had been killed at Ringgold.

THE INTENDED IM'NISHMENT OK Bt'RNSIDE.
The Richmoud Enquirer of the T»th instant, in anticipa¬

tion of the capture of Gen. Burnside by Geu. Longstreet,
commends the following paragraph of the Petersburg Ex¬
press as making a " practical suggestion" as to the proper
disposition to be made of so distinguished a prisoner :

" Should a kind, just Providence so will it that Burnside
should fail into < ur hands, we trust that a cell in some

prison, with a shaved head coarse fare, prison garb, &c.,
will he instantly awarded him, as it jyas by his order that
Gen Morgan was subjected to tbe outrages woich he has

enduryd. In this instance we are for the lex talionis in
its strictest sWise. An eye for an eye and a tooth for a

tooth is imperatively demanded, »n<J it is the only mode
by which we can compel tbe Yankees to conduct the war
in accordance with the usages of civilised nation* "

THE StIEUE OF KNOXVII.I.E RAISED.
D 'spatches from Dalton and Atlanta, dated tbe 4th in¬

stant, announce that Longstreet has raised the siege of
Knoxville and is marching towards Abingdon, (Va.) Gen
Bnshrod Jobuson had succeeded in effecting a junction
with Longstreet without the loss of bis supply train as

previously reported. Gen. Vaugb, with hi* command, and
one of Cheatham * regiments, was at Charleston, (Tenn.)
trying to make hi* way to North Carolina.

REBEL LO«H IN ARTILLERY.
A despatch, dated at Dalton on the 3d instant, any*:

> ' Our loss in artillery in the iat« battle was thirty eight
pieces, lost from the following batteries: Ferguson's, 4
puns; Howell's, 2; McCant's, 2; Dent's, ft; Scott's, 3*
Yates', 3; Paler'*, 3; Garity's, I; Oliver's, 1; Ander¬
son's. J; Hlocuinb s, 6; Cobb's, 4; Harris', 2; Massen-
burg's, 4. Two siege guns were burnt at Chirkamauga
station. The number does not equal that taken by u*

from the enemy at the battle of Cbickamauga."
THE I'NION CRiMONEK.H AT RICHMOND.

The Richmond Dispatch statef the number of Union
prisoners confined in tbe priaon* in and around Richmond, aa

¦hown by the official report of the 13tb ultimo. It* figures
are as follows : Prisoner* of war, 12,7471 citisen pnson-
er«, 3; Yankee deserters, negroea, 22; total, J2.775
Among the*e are n'ne hundred and fifty-three commissioned
officer* of different grade*, from brigadier general down
i> third lieutenant.

KICHMOKO MARKETS, MIX. 3, 18*.-T
Apple*, p« r barrel $80 00 i

Bacon, per 2 75 h

Be>tn* |>-r bunli-1 15 "" ®

Mbn», Jresh. per lb 75 a

Be<-f, MtUrJ. per lb IX' »

Butter, per li> %.. 3 50 h
Cottee, per lb 9 09 a
Corn, per bushel . II 00 a
C<mi Q}?al, per bushel II INI a
Chee n, per lb :i 50 a
(!»i id ex, tallow, pet lb .................... 3 75 a
Klotir, *i-pertine, per ban# IU5 CO a

ll»y, per 100 lb* U 00 a
Wlii-kev, per gallon ,!/.'> 00 a
Onions, per buihel 30 "0 a
Potttoes, Irish, per lnmhel fi 00 a
Miliar.Brown, per lb 3 00 a

Crashed, per lb 4 00 a
Who.nl per bushel 11 'HI a

Mpevie.|f.#M II 50 a
stiver 9 50 a

ENLISTED MINORS
.ludg« Advocate Hol.T ha* decided that the President's

late proclamation suspending the writ of babes* c< rpus
undoubtedly includes in ita provjlioni the case of a minor
onli't^d without his parents' content, in whose behalf,
therefore, piicIi writ cannot be issued; th*t minor* be
tween the age* of eighteen and twenty-one years cannot
be discharged at all; that minors under eighteen cannot
be discharged if in their oath of enlistment it is *et forth
that they are fully of that age, and that in case a minor
actually under eighteen, wh .se age is correctly *tat«d in
bis oath, or who has been enlisted or mustered without
taking a formal oath, a discharge can be obtained only
upon a full statement of all the facta in proper form, ad
dre»aed to the discretion of the Secretary of War.

SECRETARY CHASE'S RESOURCES.
The Washington correspondent of the New York Time*

.ays that Mr. Secretary Cb-we, nt the last »ea*ion, took
gi*o<i care to provide against any contingency which might
arisrt from Cengress being opposed to the Administration
and the prosecution of the war. Without any further
finsncial legislation by this Congress, the Secretary hid
within hi* grasp on the lit of December $1,100,000,000,
as follows:
Balance of Five-twenties unsold * I ir.,o»H) 000
Balance of Fifty Million Loan 10,000,000
Balance in Treasury '<£1,000,000
Balance in I^egsl Tenders 40 000 000
Bnlauce in Intere*t-besring Treasury Note* WiO 000.000
Bilanee in Tariff bearing Treasury Note* .. 70,000,000
BaUnce in Internal Revenue N- te* HO000,000
Balance in Ten-Forty Loan Note* 400,000,000

ToUl f 1,0»4,000,000

THIRTY-EIGHTH (JONORfSS.
FlBttT SESSION.

Monday, Dkokmbeu 7, 18G3.

IN SENATE.
This day being the day fixed by the Constitu¬

tion of the United States for the meeting of Con¬
gress, the Capitol was orowded by throngs of spec¬
tators at an early hour. The galleries and lobbies
of the two Houses were filled to overflowing.

In the Senate the credentials of Messrs. Van
Winkle and Willey, elected as members from the
State of West Virginia, were presented by Mr.
Collamer. The credentials of Mr. Conness, eleoted
Senator from the State of California, were present¬
ed, and he appeared, was qualified, and took his
¦eat. The credentials of Mr Henderson, re-eleoted
a Senator from the State of Missouri, were pre¬
sented, and he appeared and was qualified.

Mr. Davis riiscd a question as to the propriety
of administering the oath to the Senators elect
from West Virginia. He doubted whether they
were legally and constitutionally Senators, 'ihere
was do such State as that of West Virginia, and
consequently there could be no Senators from such
a State. The question was, simply, whether the
Senate should recognise the State of West Virgi¬
nia as a State of the United States. There was

but one State of Virginia, legally and constitution¬
ally. Ho did not believe the Old Dominion could,
polypus-like, be divided into several living frag¬
ments. New States could be admitted in confor¬
mity with the Constitution, but in this case the

proceeding was, in his opinion, in dircot violation
of the Constitution. He moved to lay the matter
on the table.

After some conversation as to the proper and
usual mode of reaching the objeot, which was a de¬
cision of the Senate upon the admission of the Se¬
nators, in which the President and Messrs. Davis,
Collamer, Foote, Hale, Fessenden, and others took
part, the motion of Mr. Davis was varied so as to

present the question directly upon the right of the
Senators elect to be qualified.
On the proposition in this form Mr. Davis oalled

for the yeas and nays, and there appeared, on a

call of the roll, yeas 3t>, nays 5, to wit: Messrs.
Suckalew, Davis, Tlendorson, McDougall, and
Powell.
The Senators elect from the Stato of West Vir¬

ginia were then qualified and took their seats.
Mr. Sherman submitted a resolution that the

Committee on the Judiciary inquire and report
whether Robert Wilson, of Missouri, is still a mem¬

ber of this body.
Mr. Lane, of Indiana, gave notice of bills to re¬

peal the three-hundred dollar clause in the enrol¬
lment act, and to increase the pay of officers and
non-commissioned officers of the army fifty per cent.
A committee was appointed, as usual, to wait on

the President, in conjunction with any committee
of the House, and inform him that the two Houses
are organized and ready to proeeed to business.

The Senate then adjourned.

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES.
At 12 o'clock the Hon. Emkrron Etiieridoe, the

Clerk of the How, called the Representatives to order,
and *aid that be would proceed to calf tbe roll of member*,
and of those only whose credentials they
were regularly elected in accordance of
their States, respectively, or the Jsws^^^fc United
States.
Tbe Clerk then read tbe names of nearly all the

8tates, and said that other gentlemen hid filed credentials
which bad not been pUced on tbe roll because tbey did
not show what, in the opinion of the Clerk, was designed
by the act of Congress of March last.
The act here alluded to was approved on tbe 3d of

March last, ai d provides as follow* :

"That before tbe first meeting of the next Congress,
and of every rubaeqinnt Congress, the Clerk of the next
preceding House of Representatives shall make a roll of
the Representatives el»ct, and place theieon the names of
all persons, and of such persons only, whose cedentials
show that tbey were regularly elected in accordance with
the Itws of their States, respectively, or tbe laws of the
United States *

The names omitted from the roll were those of mem
bers from Maryland, Virginia, West Virginia, Oregon,
Missouri, and Kansas,

After a conversation on the sulject, tbe Clerk read tbe
credentials, which he regarded as in improper form, of the
members from Maryland.
Mr. DAWES moved that the names of tbe Maryland

members be entered upon tbe roll, and demanded the pre
vious question.
Mr. J. C. ALLEN moved to lay that motion on t|ia ta¬

ble; aud tbe question being taken, it was decided in tbe
negative.yeas 74, nays 94.
The resolution offered by Mr. Dawks was then adopt

ed, and the names of the Maryland delegation ordered to
be placed upon the roll.

Mr. DAVI8, of Maryland, offered a resolution to admit
the names of tbe Missouri members to tbe roll, and this
wts also adopted.
A similar course was pursued in relation to the Repre¬

sentatives from Oregon, Kansas, and West Virginia, all of
whose names were thus ordered to be entered on the roll

Mr. STEVENS off-red a resolution to strike from tbe
roll the names of the gentlemen who were entered as Re¬
presentatives from Louisiana. Their credential wer«

S'gned by J. L. Riddcll, Governor of Louisiana.
Mr. Stkvenv afterwards withdrew this notion, pro¬

mising to renew it when tbe members should present
th'mxelves to be sworn.

A resolution was then offered to admit tbe members
from Virginia, which was agreed to.

rl.ETTIOH OF PI'EAKF.R.

On motion of Mr. WAHHBUBNE the House then pro¬
ceeded to the election of a Speaker, vim rner

Mr. WASHBTJRNE nominated Mr. Colfax.
Mr. PENDLETON nominated Mr. Co*.
Mr. ANCONA nominated Mr. Dawmon.
Mr. ORIDER nominated Mr. Mam.ory.
Mr. STEELE, of New York, nominated Mr. SrKHitlHfl.
Messrs. Kino and F. P. Hi.air were also nominated.
The House proceeded to vote, with tbe following re¬

sult.Messrs. Pendleton, Dawes, Wadswortb, and Tome-
roy acting as tellers:

For Mr. Colfax t Messrs. Alley, Allison, Aines, Ander¬
son, Arnold, Ashley, linker, Bsxier, Heaman, Hlaine,
BUir of West Virginia, Bl'»w, Boutwell, Boyd, Branrir-
ger, Broomall, Brown of West Virginia, Ambrose W.
i;lark, Freeman, Clarke, Clay, Cobb, Cole, Creswell,
Davis of Maryland, Davis of New York ]>owea, Deming,
Dennison, Dixon, Donelly, Dri««*, Dnmont, Ecklxy, Kliot,
Famsworth, Kenton, Frank, Garfield, Goooh, Grinnell,
Hale, Higby, Hooper, Hotchkiss, Hubbard of Iowa, Hub¬
bard of New York, Hubbard of Connecticut, Jenckes,
Julian, Kasson, Kelley, Kellogg of Michigan, Kellogg of
New Yoik, Reman, Littbjohn, Lean, Loogyear, Lovejoy,
McAllister, MrBride, McClurg, Mclndoe, Miller of New
Tork, Moorhead, Morrill, Morris of New York, Amo«
Myers of Pennsylvania, Leonard Myers of Pennsylvania,
Norton, O Neil ot Pennsylvania, Orih, Patterson,Perham,
Pike, Pomeroy, Price, Rice of Massachusets, Rioe of
Maine, Rollins of New Hampshire, Schenck, SooAeld,
(Shannon, Moan, Mmith, Smitbera, Spaulding, Htarr,
.Stevens, Thayer, Tracy, Upson, Van Valkenburg. Waab-
burns of Illinois, Wn»hburne of Massachnaett*, Webster,
Wlialey, Williams, Wilder, Wilson, Windom, and Wood,
bridge.
For Mr. Cox : Messrs. James C. Allen, William J. Al¬

len, Augu*tuaC. Baldwin, Blirs, Brown,Cravens, Daw i n,
Eden, Edgerton, Eldrulge, Engl.sh, Finck, IJarringUn,

I Charles M. Jfarne, Herrick, Ho'uiau, Hutchius, William
I Johnson,, Ktltfl itch, Kuapp, Law, Le Blond, Long,
Marey, McDowell. McKeuuey, Middleton, James R Mor¬
ris, Morrison, Noble, Jobu ON»ule, Pendleton, Peiry,
Kobinaou, Rogers, R<>*a, Williaui G. Steele, Hw<nt,
Vi oilioes, Wheeler, Chilton A. White, aud Joseph W.
White.
For Mr. Dawsou: Messrs. Anooua, Daily, Coflroth,

Co«, Denmaon, Philip Jobnaou, Lasear, McAlliatcr, Wil¬
liam M. Miller, Samuel J. Randall, Stilea, and Strouae.

For Mr. Mallory: M«-aars Brooks, Grider, Hardng,
Benjamin G. Hariia, King, Jamea 8. Rollina, Stuart,
Wadawortb, Ward, aud Yeainan.
For Mr King : Meaara Chauler, Hall, Mallory, Radford,

8c It, and Fernando Wood.
For Mr. Stebbiua: Meaara. Ganaon, Griawold, Kernan,

Nelaon, Odell, Prujn, John B. Meele, and WinGeld.
For Mr. Blair, of Miaaouri: Measrs. Cottman aud Field.
For Mr. Stiles: Mr. B Wood.

Mr. Colfax 101 I Mr. Stebbina 8
Mr. Cox 42 | Mr. King 6
Mr Dawaou 12 I Mr. F. P. Blair 2
Mr. Mallory 10 | Mr. Stilea 1

Number of votea eaat.. 1*1
Nece«aary to a cbuioe 1)2

The tellera having proclaimed the reault of the vote,
the Clerk announced that, in accordance with the lawa of
Congreaa, the Hon. Schuyler Colfax waa duly elected
Speaker of the Houae of Repreaentativea of the Thirty-
eighth Congreaa.
Mr. Colkax waa then conducted to the chair by Meaara.

Dawson, of Pennaylvania, and Cox, of Ohio, aud before
t»kjng bia aeat be addreaaed the House aa followa i

Oehtlemen of the House of Representatives:
To-day will be marked iu Amertcau hiatory aa the open¬

ing of a Congreaa deatined to face and settle the moat
important questions of the century, aud during whoae
ex atence the rebellion, which haa passed ita culmination,
will, beyond all quesiion, tbanka to our army and navy,
and Administration, die a deaerved death. Net only will
your constituents watch with the atricteat scrutiny your
deliberationa here, but the frieuda of liberty, to the moat
diatant landa, will be interested spectators of your acta in
thia greater than Roman forum. 1 invoke you to approach
these grave questions with the calm thoutfhtfulness of
atateamen, freeing your discussions from that acerbity
which delaya instead of advancing legislation. and with
unahakeu reliance on that Divine Power, which gave
victory to tboae who formed this Union, and can give even

Jreater victory to tboae who are aeeking to aave it from
eatruotion by the baud of the parricide and traitor. I in¬

voke you also to remember that aacred truth, which all
hiatory verifies, that " they who rule not in righteousness
shall perish from the earth." Thanking you wilb a grate
ful heart for tbia distinguished mark of your confidence
nd regard, and appealing tn you all for that support aud
forbearance by thn aid of which alone I can hope to auc-

ceed, I am now ready to take tbp oath of office and enter
upon the duties you have assigned me
Mr. E. B. Washburne, being the senior member of

the House, advanced to the area in front of the Speaker'a
chair and adminiatered the new oath of office to the
8peaker, who then proceeded to administer the aame

oath to the membera of the House.
Mr. STEVENS, during the awearing in of the membera,

objected to the reception of the gentlemen from Louiaiana.
Mr. BROOKS thought the uaual course ahould be pur¬

sued.the membera aworn in, and the case referred to the
Committee on Eleotiona. He asked to proceed with the
organization, aa the election of Speaker bad ahowrd that
there would be no difficulty in electing the frienda of the
gentleman from Pennaylvania to the other offices.

Mr. STEVENS said it was not an extraordinary course;
that there was no pretence of an election; and that the
person signing their credentials no one bad ever beard of
as Governor.
The House refused to allow the oath to be administered,

and the case was referred for examination.
After further discussion upon several contested points

connected with the swearing in of delegations.
The House adjourned.

Tuesday, December 8, 18f>3.

In the Senate, during the morning hour, Mr.
Clark, by conscnt, introduced a bill to grant a

peosion to John L. Hums, of Gettysburg. Mr
Burns is an octogenarian, but, notwithstanding his
age, he shouldered a musket and fought against
the enemy in the battles of Gettysburg.

Mr. Wilson, of Massachusetts, submitted a re¬

solution of inquiry by the Committee on Military
Affairs as to the legislation necessary to facilitate
the payment of arrears of pay and pensions due to

deceased soldiers.
Mr. Davis submitted a resolution declaring

that the refusal of the rebel authorities to exchange
negro aoldiero acj their white officers should not

prevent the exchange of our other sildiers and of¬
ficers in rebel prisons on just terms, such as will
prevent suffering to our brave officers and men.

Laid over.

Mr. Snkrman callcd up his resolution for an

inquiry by the Committee on the Judiciary whe¬
ther Robert Wilson is entitled to a seat in this
body as Senator from Missouri. After some con¬

versation, in which it appeared to be the opinion
of those who spoke that the ease required no re¬

ference, and that it had been settled by precedent.
Mr. Powell remarked that the whole question

depended upon one fact, whether the Legislature
of Missouri really adjourned fine die, or only took
a recess before coming together lately and electing
another Senator. If the Legislature adjourned
without electing, the appointment of the Governor
held good until the Legislature was proprrly as¬

sembled and made an election. He would like to
have an inquiry into all the facts.

Mr. Fesbenden said that Mr. Brown was elect¬
ed in November last, before Congress met, to fill
this very scat, and yet Mr. Wilson chose to travel
hither to claim a scat, knowing that Mr. Brown
would soon fol'ow and be here also. It would be
considered that he had comc for the purpose of
olaiming mileage and pay. He supposed Mr Wil¬
son to be simply under a mistake.

After some further reoitrks, the question wns

put whether Mr. Wilson was entitled to a scat,
and decided in the negative without a division.

At half-past one, after an hour's recess, the com-
mittee appointed on the ptrt of the Senato to wait
upon the President and inform him that the two
Houses were ready to proceed to business, report¬
ed that the President, in reply, said he would make
a communication to the two Houses in writing at
half past twelve o'clock to-morrow.
The Senato then adjourned.
The House was chiefly engaged in the election

of officers. Mr. EmvAR» McPiierson, of Penn¬

sylvania, was chosen Clerk, having received 101
votes, 86 being necossary to a choice. Mr. N.
G. Ordway, of New Hampshire, was elected Ser-

geant-at-Arms ; Mr. Ira Goodenow, Doorkeeper;
and Mr. W. S. Kme», Postmaster.

Mr. Wasiihurne, of Illinois, offered a rcee>lu-
tion, which was unanimously passed, tendering the
thanks of Congress to Major Gen. Grant and all
officers and soldiers who have fought under him
during the rebellion, and providing that the Pre¬
sident cause a medal to be struck and presented to
Gen Grant in the name of the people of the Uni¬
ted States.

Mr. Cox asked but failed to obtain leave to in¬
troduce a resolution requesting the President to
take immediate steps for the rxohange of prisoners.

Mr. Lovejoy gavo notice of a bill to punish
slaveholders throughout the United States and
Territories.

Mr. Morrill gave notice of a bill to inform
Groat Britain of tho desire of this Government to
ter.ninnte the Reciprocity Treaty.
The House then adjourned

WiDMEBDAY, December 9, 18#8.

lu the Henatk resolutions t'roui the Legislature
of Cooueutiout woio preseuted by Mr. Foster,
asking a modification of tho enrollment act. Mr.
Lank, of Kansas, gave i otioe of bills for the ad¬
justment of the aooouuts of the Fifth and Sixth
Kansas legimcnts, and for auditing the oliims and
indemnifying citizens of Lawrence, Kansas, for
dcstrucliou of property by QuantriU's raid Mr.
Powell gave notioe of a bill lo prevent officers
and soldiers of the army from interfering in elec¬
tions in States. Mr. Hale introduced a billtogrant
a pension to the widow of the late Major General
Whipple. At half-past twtlvo o'clock a message
was received from the President of the United
States, by the hands of his private secretary,
together with a proclamation, both of whioh were
read by tho Secretary of the Senate, and or¬
dered to be printed, with other accompanying docu¬
ments. The Senato then proceeded to the election
of a Chaplain for that body, and upon the second
ballot the Rev. Mr. Sunderland was chosen. A
message wjn received from the House announcing
the passage of a joint resolution of thanks to Oen.
Grant, and for bestowing medals upou him and his
officers. Some discussion ensued as to immediate
action thereon, but it being alleged that such hasty
action would afford a bad precedent, the resolution
was ordered to lie on the table.
The House was chiefly occupied during the

sitting with the reading of the.President's message
and proclamation. Thiy were ordered to be printed,
and a motion to print fifty thousand extra copies
was referred to tho appropriate committee. A
resolution offered by Mr. Oox was adopted, looking
to the exchange of prisoners, with an amendment
sustaining the Administration in its efforts to ac¬

complish this purpose.

THE UNION SPIRIT IN ARKANSAS.
There ia cumulative evidence of the existence in Ar.

kanaas of a strong feeling of attachment for the old Union.
On tbia point the letter* < f newspaper correspondent* all
agroe. The Memphis Bulletin speaks of it at follows:

I he alacrity and earnestness with which the people of
Arkauaaa are moving for the restoration of their State to
it* suapended power* is no lesa surprising than gratifyingi hat the feeling ia real we have no room left for doubt

e have conversed with persona from that State of vari-
oua coridrious of life, from 'he wondebopper to the planterthe soldier ami (he civilian, Unionist- and Pecesaionists!
natives of the State and viaiters to it from North and
(South, and we find all agree that the people of Arkauaas
are for tbe Uniuii.1'
A corn apondent of the Cincinnati Gazette, writing from

D-s Arc, Arkansas, says 'throughout the entire State
there ia a sound loyal sentiment." He further says:
" When the war broke out there was a strong party in

favor of staying in the Union, but they were out of siuht
in the vortex of secession. When the war began to be
. ppr ssive many men fl d to the mountains for security
Iro.u the conscription, or came to our lines and joined our
service. 1 he feeling that impelled tliem to tbia was at
first more a natural feeling than a decided love for the
Union. The people »,f Arkitnan* wished to stay where
th. y were. They were wr|| enough satisfied with the
state ofsflaira aud dif not desire to change. They there¬
fore. opposed secession, became it was an inn 'vation
Men were progressive, and this neutral sentiment soon de¬
veloped into a wholesale loyalty When the State seceded,
the Convention that carried it out also made a new Con¬
stitution, throwing the old one overboard This new one
was specially jesign. il for the Confederate rule, and was
at variance with that of the United 8t*b<a. Before Ar-
kansaa can return to tbe fold Iroin which she haa wandered
it will be nec^aary for another Constitution to be formed'
that shall be in harmony with that on which the General
Ooverninent is based. An election will be held as soon aa
it ia aafe to do so without fear of interruption by guer.
ri las or overawing nf any kind. Th.s will t ot be for some
tune yet, as the interior is not settled down into a condi¬
tion of qu et."
We perceive, however, that tbe people at Little Rock,

the capital of the State, continue active in their efforts to
effect a restoration of the legal Government at tbe earliest
possib'e moment Union meetings are frequently held at
that place, whose proceedings encourage tbe belief t^at
the loyal sentiment in the State is rapidly increasing. The
greatest obstacle to a more general demonstration in
counties at a distance from Little Rock, and not under
the protection of the Uuion fore. s. appears to be the
apprehension of secession vengeance. To tbia effect we
make the following extract from an able speech recently
delivered at one of these meetings by Col C. C. Andrews
of Ihe Third Minnesota Regiment, who ia now in com¬
mand at Little Rock:
"The Federal forces have occupied Ltttle Rock sixty-

five days. This is the third Union meeting the citizens
have held, and, considering all circumatances, their at¬
tendance here to-day is fair. I am glad to know that the
citizens who hav» been a-tive in these meetings are some
of the moat worthy an 1 influential men of Arkariaas. And
yet it appears there are many men in your ci*y who wish
to be considered aa loyal citizens.and many of whom I
believe to be «incere Union men.who avoid your meet¬
ings, desiring to refrain from any overt Union acta Tbev
point to the injuriea sustained heretofore by Union men
in other pnrtiona of th.- State at the hands of the Con¬
federates, for demonstration* made while those localities
were temporarily occupied by Federal troops, and say
they do not wish to run any such risks. While I abplaudand admire you who come here and publicly avow >ourloyalty, I have no reproaches for tho* . who stay away
Unarmed citis ti* cannot »>e blamed if tb»y have not yet
got over their dread nf Confederate and guerrilla ven¬
geance. We cannot expect every man to b* a hero, or to
incur risks of martyrdom. I ain glad even to feel that a
m-jority of the people are passively friendly to us and I
will not complain if they wait until every vestige of any
organized rebel force in rhe Htate is annihilated and every
guerrilla thoroughly cleaned out before they throw up
their hats and hurrah lor the Union. When these thing*
are accomplishad I have no doubt they will throw up their
hafca enough higher and shout enough louder to make upfor their past silence. I do not wi.h to excite false hopes,but I believe the Federal flag will henceforward continue
to float here at Little It. ck, the capital of Arkansas, as
lot g and as constantly as it shall float on Bunker Hill.
Home of the people hero are disposed to console them¬
selves and others to alarm themselves with tbe idea that
Price'* army will cine back here. Why, my friend*, we
have indeed heard that a :arge number of bis men want to
come back to Little Rock They want to come and lay
down their arma and take the oath of allegiance. Quite a
number of his men have already been here for that pur¬
pose since Geri. Steel* took po-ae**inn.

" We learn on good authority, and aee by actf, that it ia
true that a majority of the people of your S:ate are loyal
It wa* pleasant the other day to aee a full mounted com¬
pany of Aikansians, numbering ninety-four, as they passed
th * Capitol on their way from Perry county t > be muster¬
ed into tbe United S.atea service. They wera dressed in
their homespun and carried the fligof the Union at the
head of their column. Recruit* are coming in fast.
I hree white regiment* are now being organized and are
meeting with aucceaa. The third regiment haa now aix
Companies complete."

Col. Andrew* i* favorably known to many of our citi«
zen* a* Lavit g held an important position iu the office of
tho Solicitor of the Treasury during the ndmini*tration of
Mr. Pierce. Toe remainder of hi* *peech from which we
m ike the foregoing extract is eloquent in ita denunciation
of the rebellion Mid iu urging the prosecution of the war

until it shall have been completely subdued.
Our accounts from Little Rock especially continue to

report accessions to the Union strength iu that vicinity.
People from the country were constantly coming in and
taking tbe oath of allegiance, and many enrolled them
selves into companies for home defence. Recruiting for
the United State* service wa* alan quite active.

Col. John*on, of the First Arkansas Cavalry, was elect¬
ed on the 2:td ultimo to represent the western district of
tho State in Congress.

The statement that Oen. F«rey, or the French Minister,
was furnMied by the Htate Department with Oen. .Scott's
military maps of Mexico, or other information, prepara¬
tory to the French invasion of that country, is erroneous.
Neither General Forey nor the French Mln ster, nor any
other person, was ever furnished, or, as far aa ia knnwp
ever asked for any such information,


